Santos Dumont Lounge Armchair
by Fernando Mendes, 2006

DIMENSIONS W 28"xD 26" xH 25"
PRODUCTION To be ordered
LEAD TIME 23 weeks
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Fernando Mendes

Fernando Mendes's work is the result of artisanal production, revealing an author

concerned with establishing a dialogue between tradition and modernity, between
respect

for time-honored construction techniques, which he masters, and the audacity of

conception, which he practices by choice. "My work has always had a close
connection with the practice of carpentry", he explains. The use of joinery and the
excellence of the

finish are evidence of this, not to mention the work of sanding all his pieces by hand.

Self-identified as a designer-woodworker, or artisan, Fernando Mendes confesses:
"the

very practice of carpentry inspires me." Indeed, wood is not just the raw material with

which he creates beauty and functionality; it is also his muse, sometimes anticipating
the

design, which generally comes first.
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The love for a material that gave origin to the very country that it named manifests
itself in

the respect with which he treats it, adopting transparency as an aesthetic and
imperfections, the "defects", as attributes. Also noteworthy in Mendes’ chairs,
armchairs,

and tables — they do not have corners, tips, or edges. Any right angles are softened by
their contours and rounded shapes. It's as if he wanted to quote Oscar Niemeyer, who

said: "it is not the right angle that attracts me, nor the straight...
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