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Identify a void and fill it. So goes the philosophy of Carlos Junqueira (pictured above),
founder and owner of Espasso, the first gallery in the US devoted to vintage,
contemporary and artisan reproductions of Brazilian furniture. After 10 years in the
US, the Sao Paulo native, a veteran of the import business, noticed that Brazilian
designers were not well-represented in the States. So he returned fo his home
country in 2001 and compiled a representative catalogue of pieces by emerging and
established talent.

Junqueira first set up shop in Long Island City and began by presenting pieces in a
small booth at ICFF. The responses varied; pecple were enthusiastic about the
product but not about the inter-borough commute to the showroom. “When we first
started out, a lot of people didn't have a clue that our pieces were coming from Brazi,
They thought they were European.” But, the gallery owner was intent on creating a
distinct view of his country. “Every time you say Brazil, people think of camival or soccer. |
wanted to show that there is a sophisticated and intellectual side."

Five years later, the perseverant Junqueira has established a large, loyal clientele of
interior designers, architects and collectors who enjoy browsing through the geometric
forms of Ricardo Fasanello, polished-wood Gregory Warchavchic reproductions, and
classic pieces from Oscar Niemeyer. Junqueira has also solved the location problem:
In September, he opened a new showroom in Tribeca built by the emerging, New
York-based Architecture in Formation (his well-established gallery in L.A. has also
moved from its original Melrose location to the prestigious Pacific Design Center).
“This is going to be the flagship for the company,” the store owner says of the new
space. “The idea is to link the furniture with architecture in a way that makes it easier
to appreciate the clean lines and beauty of each piece.”

To celebrate the opening, Junqueira enlisted the help of independent curator llene
Kurtz-Kretzschmar to organize a vibrant exhibition of Brazilian artists. The pieces,
which adorn the walls of the new gallery, provide a fitting counterpart to the carefully
chosen chairs and tables. ‘I wanted to evoke the true creative spirit of Brazil by
combining its best art and best design in one exhibition,” says Junqueira. “Today most
art collectors also collect fumniture.” And even if they don't, one visit to the new show-
room will surely land them on Espasso’s already impressive client list. ESS
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