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Inside a Gilded Age Town House With a Modern Edge

Designer Rob Johansen's restoration of the 1899 home in Manhattan’s Upper East Side
is a lesson in “time-hopping”
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These days, the word timeless is fraught—often misused, or employed as a blanket term

to describe something elegant, when in fact it is not. But in the case of designer Rob
Johansen’s recent renovation of a palatial seven-story 1899 town house on the Upper
East Side, the timeless stamp is merited. “How,” Johan s en asked himself at the outset of
the project, “can | create a space [in an historic home] tht achieves this sublime feeling
of not being able to figure out what time it came from?” Tim e-less, you might say.

Johansen’s main source of inspiration came from an unexpe cted place: the final
bedroom scene of Kubrick's 2001: A Space Odyssey. “It was this idea of pairing classical
design with very sharp, minimalist, futuristic pieces.” The effect of which Johansen
likens to “time hopping”—the original panelling, antiques, and Deco-era piecesare
juxtaposed with modernist furnishings and the Japanese principle of shibui, which
encompasses impermanence and fluidity. (The wife, who is half Japanese, requested
that the home reflect these values.)
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“The clients always wanted to have a live edge table [in the house],” says Johansen. Instead of buying one to fit the bill the
designer wanted a challenge, so he created a custom dining table for the kitchen that has a live edge and bowed legs. Fernando
Mendes dining chairs surround the table. The horizontal wall sculpture is by John Wigmore.
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In the dining room, Johansen opted for a round, Art Deco Macassar dining table, echoing themes of circularity. The Josef Frank
hutch features pasted botanical drawings. “We wanted a sense of a garden fed,” saysjoha nsen. The lig ht fixture is b y Studi o
Drift.

The primary bedroom projects an aura of textural serenity thanks to Ayala Serfaty’s Cloud Fixture and walls covered in Loro Piana

cashmere.



https://cna.st/affiliate-link/6zU1p8vmokUuYjCrFKRyV814L2CJgDTwimPpsBvf54dsBq1ekg1wp9vf372DrbB1Ncnb1m7Vj5rsgZgna9YPK47SsJ8oCPHq67p3sk2pcKnmD5fP3rdCQFChF6dQHewmpMCSSWKQ8qULWstMNE3UvJRpRTN4YzwhRhy9dEVb1o51kQvLJcKwkpo9f8mw29Ftp2Qs3hHiW2Usx8PvozR2FxTy5ShAWNMdGP7VqtX2tprby69jedDK7B9ivHYaaPT8w3n3HwWaqHS8U5HHLb7Qx5k3jTSkcxJbWNwFQYma3drWdLe3WPYJHM6CH6w7JJTgpLCz3yecfzyD9PazpFwSST9v29HSuJ8MszJ83DVykAzW54BhWZ3RCczf2QnFuyiMNTxY?xid=fr1780341758366dha
https://cna.st/affiliate-?xid=fr1780341758366ijf
https://cna.st/affiliate-?xid=fr1780341758366ijf
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/MAg6NTLYhSzign7jzbHWfjMkij3Y3xB4MDn5MNCEckKse9y8UNZ3jyfsxn6AvBZHumTNbs1c328GgWEWa6ZsRhZsbwgox9QTsyPQCyXqLSpenFHkPHxcmgiyMa3NKc8BRnuAbc8MKCeUnbNtNxo9hf7uJccohba496GRbRZNFZVmgXzruK519e5issBXuwbNxvQiqmnmMSoCiJ5g1Hgrac3LDjLBTno3eGesXBcSy5HnpthSB7RrrBWkHCiSnCzDpQg36wMih4kihHZ4VHjm9BLCAnL6kZnLLwB5n5WCy4LiB3nNasdD2NsoFEhyfhdQXyg1FccbmP5zLaSZjDqakX7A?xid=fr1780341758366ghc
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/MAg6NTLYhSzign7jzbHWfjMkij3Y3xB4MDn5MNCEckKse9y8UNZ3jyfsxn6AvBZHumTNbs1c328GgWEWa6ZsRhZsbwgox9QTsyPQCyXqLSpenFHkPHxcmgiyMa3NKc8BRnuAbc8MKCeUnbNtNxo9hf7uJccohba496GRbRZNFZVmgXzruK519e5issBXuwbNxvQiqmnmMSoCiJ5g1Hgrac3LDjLBTno3eGesXBcSy5HnpthSB7RrrBWkHCiSnCzDpQg36wMih4kihHZ4VHjm9BLCAnL6kZnLLwB5n5WCy4LiB3nNasdD2NsoFEhyfhdQXyg1FccbmP5zLaSZjDqakX7A?xid=fr1780341758366ghc
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/MAg6NTLYhSzign7jzbHWfjMkij3Y3xB4MDn5MNCEckKse9y8UNZ3jyfsxn6AvBZHumTNbs1c328GgWEWa6ZsRhZsbwgox9QTsyPQCyXqLSpenFHkPHxcmgiyMa3NKc8BRnuAbc8MKCeUnbNtNxo9hf7uJccohba496GRbRZNFZVmgXzruK519e5issBXuwbNxvQiqmnmMSoCiJ5g1Hgrac3LDjLBTno3eGesXBcSy5HnpthSB7RrrBWkHCiSnCzDpQg36wMih4kihHZ4VHjm9BLCAnL6kZnLLwB5n5WCy4LiB3nNasdD2NsoFEhyfhdQXyg1FccbmP5zLaSZjDqakX7A?xid=fr1780341758366ghc
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/MAg6NTLYhSzign7jzbHWfjMkij3Y3xB4MDn5MNCEckKse9y8UNZ3jyfsxn6AvBZHumTNbs1c328GgWEWa6ZsRhZsbwgox9QTsyPQCyXqLSpenFHkPHxcmgiyMa3NKc8BRnuAbc8MKCeUnbNtNxo9hf7uJccohba496GRbRZNFZVmgXzruK519e5issBXuwbNxvQiqmnmMSoCiJ5g1Hgrac3LDjLBTno3eGesXBcSy5HnpthSB7RrrBWkHCiSnCzDpQg36wMih4kihHZ4VHjm9BLCAnL6kZnLLwB5n5WCy4LiB3nNasdD2NsoFEhyfhdQXyg1FccbmP5zLaSZjDqakX7A?xid=fr1780341758366ghc
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/2Y1hYhhFGuXjkza8kmCKswwxbyAaC42XPnFPxCtYb6nEJWzajyp8T6h8bwBz6mxoL7Did1bSYXASh4Zz356jCeKh1JFSCYEXj8hNgcUzRXdpgctyQJtaAjjuvdR3idJyCbjqC9t4pUrmBqhDadHRZn533aVZPkBkWfRCJ5FA6y9jWsPwLUC7gSP88SgQL8yAZ4L9Bt9RVov4ZCPn28bkqVwfJgEhibkeg5d9YG7uJKbiBGEEvVGoRrhKzqyXi8TB75ynSzQp7kxRA287t1biZY2DbZQxvpVzrSfjSjz5Kzgwhh28Y9BU2tgdBCNpt3mRfqa17a3CFAPrDtRGhZyEmyqa9r?xid=fr1780341758366ajg
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/RADNkTB2Qu41sHYXiNQDmDAinapQ26Xa1affHQ3vsmToZvfvwYjJ3eKLH7pi5Mgit7WWFeV5WBw7FHGsjcvbViBir3LEVEAJAm3ozoNL4tuZsTrBN9ErXhoSAFbyEyQVGPYtT1ZYmbYDdMqVpaPpSwHjyrnGxvaDdC46VMNDswAii1ZBhSdQAqwpdeNfDQq9zKxoszkRSkEVzn45xpJA8TaEEpXCL4w2bMoTizfY9BaLaUgx3eoXhoHrdiCW8vyhQf3hrKvA2bN95KdqJF7xamYR2QYzPwj1FQ3wPE77wAJsWAjgrq3Vf8qD7G87fTrhzRa1USbwrZq3RpsqHSMSuQ778ZmCzDyqcwUQ6wF8K6j3LCTUTfiF8G?xid=fr1780341758366fjg
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/RADNkTB2Qu41sHYXiNQDmDAinapQ26Xa1affHQ3vsmToZvfvwYjJ3eKLH7pi5Mgit7WWFeV5WBw7FHGsjcvbViBir3LEVEAJAm3ozoNL4tuZsTrBN9ErXhoSAFbyEyQVGPYtT1ZYmbYDdMqVpaPpSwHjyrnGxvaDdC46VMNDswAii1ZBhSdQAqwpdeNfDQq9zKxoszkRSkEVzn45xpJA8TaEEpXCL4w2bMoTizfY9BaLaUgx3eoXhoHrdiCW8vyhQf3hrKvA2bN95KdqJF7xamYR2QYzPwj1FQ3wPE77wAJsWAjgrq3Vf8qD7G87fTrhzRa1USbwrZq3RpsqHSMSuQ778ZmCzDyqcwUQ6wF8K6j3LCTUTfiF8G?xid=fr1780341758366fjg

	HOME TOUR
	Inside a Gilded Age Town House With a Modern Edge
	Designer Rob Johansen’s restoration of the 1899 home in Manhattan’s Upper East Side is a lesson in “time-hopping”

	These days, the word timeless is fraught—often misused, or employed as a blanket term
	to describe something elegant, when in fact it is not. Bu t in the case of designer Rob
	Johansen’s recent renovation of a palatial seven-story 1899 town house on the Upper
	East Side, the timeless stamp is merited. “How,” Johan s en asked himself at the outset of
	the project, “can I create a space [in an historic home] th t achieves this sublime feeling
	of not being able to figure out what time it came from?” T im e-less, you might say.
	Johansen’s main source of inspiration came from an unexpe cted place: the final
	bedroom scene of Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey. “It was this idea of pairing classical
	design with very sharp, minimalist, futuristic pieces.” The effect of which Johansen
	likens to “time hopping”—the original panelling, anti ques , an d Deco-e ra pieces are
	juxtaposed with modernist furnishings and the Japanese principle of shibui, which
	encompasses impermanence and fluidity. (The wife, who is half Japanese, requested that the home reflect these values.)
	MENU
	In the dining room, Johansen opted for a round, Art Deco Macassar dining table, echoing themes of circularity. The Josef Frank hutch features pasted botanical drawings. “We wanted a sense of a garden fee
	l,” saysJoha nsen. The lig ht fixture is b y Studi o
	Drift.
	The primary bedroom projects an aura of textural serenity thanks to Ayala Serfaty’s Cloud Fixture and walls covered in Loro Piana cashmere.

