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Kona Villa is the Peak of Chic in Kailua-Kona, Hawaii

In 2011, a tsunami destroyed the beloved Hawaiian resort Kona Village. For �ve decades, the

Big Island hideaway was known for its paradisal location on Kahuwai Bay and a relaxed,

convivial vibe; families returned year a�er year. Frequent collaborators Greg Warner,

cofounder/partner at Walker Warner Architects, and Nicole Hollis, creative director and

principal of the eponymous interior design studio, had the formidable task of formulating the

next iteration of the property: Kona Village, A Rosewood Resort.

“We felt we had a responsibility to honor the memories of the old Kona Village, but also look

at it with a new vision for future guests,” Hollis recalls. That meant keeping the summer-

camplike environment but rethinking the architecture to better re�ect the island’s heritage

and meet modern sustainability standards. The original resort had a Polynesian theme, but

Warner sought to nod to the Hawaiian village that preceded it. He and his team looked at old

photographs, talked to descendants of the inhabitants, and came up with a concept based on

thatched-roof shelters called hale. “When you come to Kona Village, it’s not about the

architecture,” Warner says. “You see right through the architecture to understand the place.”

THE DESIGN OF KONA VILLA, A ROSEWOOD RESORT HINTS AT THE ISLAND’S

HERITAGE

His �rm selected traditional-looking

materials that are durable and sustainable.

For the thatch, the architects replaced

native pele grass with recycled plastic;

aged red cedar siding evokes coconut-tree

wood. On the interiors, Douglas �r walls

and ceilings—treated to resemble dri�wood

—can withstand humidity. “The wood looks

like it has been in the sun and scrubbed by

ocean breezes,” Warner notes.

The design of the 150 guest structures

depends on where they sit on the site.

Yellow and blue tones de�ne those by the

ocean; the north village, built over lava

�ow, has a red-and-black palette.

Furnishings include oak beds inspired by

the shape of a boat, rugs with Hawaiian

motifs, and dark concrete bathtubs that

echo the rugged volcanic landscape outside.

Queen suites have custom oak headboards.
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Hollis notes that furniture and �nishes were

chosen to evoke the feel of an upscale

residence on the island, on which many she

and Warner have collaborated.

Over 200 artworks across the 80-acre

property—nearly all by Hawaiians—evoke

the island’s history and culture. An

installation of three pe’a, or canoe sails, by

Kaili Chun, hangs from the vaulted ceiling of

the main restaurant. Multiple pieces by

Roen Hu�ord introduce guests to the

ancient Hawaiian art of kapa (dried bark

cloth). Outside the spa, two cast-bronze

sculptures by John Koga sit atop a �eld of

lava, referencing a molten �ow and making

a powerful connection with the landscape.

Inside a Hawaiian Hotel That Showcases Local Art and Materials

A wood sculpture by Kamran Samimi and bark cloth pieces by Roen Hufford welcome guests to

reception.

Paola Lenti’s Play ottomans, a custom sofa, and a Pegge Hopper painting furnish a suite living area.



Aged red cedar clads the exterior of the main restaurant, its profile evoking the Polynesian style of the

original resort.

In the main restaurant, an installation of traditional canoe sails by local artist Kaili Chun hangs over a

live-edge mahogany table.



Carlos Motta’s Timbó chaise lounges appoint the spa’s outdoor hydro circuit.

Outside a spa treatment room, an Itz Workshop & Studio chair and footrest overlook a lava field.

Paul Grace’s photograph and a rattan-framed mirror hang in a king suite.



A salvaged-teak lounge chair and handwoven-fiber stool face Jordan Souza’s carved-wood artwork in a

suite’s outdoor living room.

A bath room’s stone tub has a view of a lava field.

The pool overlooks Kahuwai Bay.



PRODUCT SOURCES

FROM FRONT

SUTHERLAND FURNITURE: ARMCHAIRS (RECEPTION), CHAIR (KING SUITE).

LGS STUDIO: LAMPS (RECEPTION, LIVING AREA).

ATRA: BANQUETTES (RESTAURANT), DRINK TABLES (LIVING AREA).

KAMUELA HARDWOODS: MAHOGANY TABLE (RESTAU RANT).

SUZANNE WANG: SCONCES.

FONG BROTHERS CO.: ARMCHAIRS.

SANIHARTO THROUGH BRIDGE COLLECTIVE: TABLES.

ESPASSO: WOVEN CHAIRS (RESTAURANT), CHAISE LOUNGES (POOL AREAS).

PAOLA LENTI THROUGH DZINE: OTTOMANS (LIVING AREA, SPA POOL).

BLAXSAND: COFFEE TABLE (LIVING AREA), SIDE TABLE (OUTDOOR LIVING ROOM).

ITZ FURNITURE: CHAIR, OTTOMAN (TREATMENT ROOM).

DUMAIS MADE: DESK LAMP.

PALECEK THROUGH THE FERLIN GROUP: MIRROR (KING SUITE).

UNIQWA: LOUNGE CHAIR (OUTDOOR LIVING ROOM).

LUTECA: OTTOMAN.

NATIVE TRAILS: TUB (BATHROOM).

WATERWORKS: TUB FITTINGS.

DE SANTANA STONE: SIDE TABLES.

SIKA DESIGN: CHAIRS (GUEST ROOM).

THROUGHOUT

FLITTERMAN COLLECTION: RUGS, WALL HANGINGS.

DELAWIE: ARCHITECT OF RECORD.

VITA: LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, LIGHTING DESIGNER.

RUZIKA: LIGHTING DESIGNER.

C2C DESIGNS: CUSTOM FURNITURE WORK SHOP.

NORDIC PCL CONSTRUCTION: GENERAL CONTRACTOR.

Walls and ceilings through out are Douglas fir.
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25 Modern Pool Designs Around
the World

From Peru to the Hamptons, here

are 25 modern pool designs so cool

they’ll have you racing for your

swimsuit regardless of the season.
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Thousand Oaks Residence by
NicoleHollis and Rios Clementi
Hale Studios: 2018 Best of Year
Winner for Suburban House

Designer Nicole Hollis sometimes

refers to this barn-ranch hybrid in

Thousand Oaks, California, as a

“branch,” while architect Bob Hale

calls it a “modern traditional

house.” Either way,…

PROJECTS

Acro Suites, a Clifftop Resort,
Wows in Crete

Afoi Orfanaki and CMH Architecture

make the most of a precipitous

cli�op site for Acro Suites, a resort

near Agia Pelagia on the island of

Crete.
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Gondolas Inform the Design of
the Boatyard Hotel in Suzhou,
China

The iconic silhouette of traditional

wupeng gondolas inspired the

undulating roo�ine at the Boatyard

Hotel in Suzhou, China, by GOA and

WJ Studio.

PROJECTS

Refuel in Akau Coffee’s Latest
Outpost in Taiwan

Tucked in Taiwan’s Kaohsiung

Neiwei Arts Center is Akau Co�ee, a

greenery-�lled cafe, designed to

connect visitors with the area’s

verdant surroundings.

PROJECTS

Custom Furnishings Define a
Penthouse Apartment in Hong
Kong

For the penthouse apartment of a

luxe housing development in Hong

Kong, multi-disciplinary studio

Cream was given ample creative

freedom.
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